
The 2026 Songwriters Competition 

“Sing a new song to the Lord;  
let the whole earth sing to the Lord.” 

Psalm 96:1 

We invite you to submit a new worship song for congregational singing to 
be considered for the 2026 SBCMC Songwriters Competition. As a 
community of local church musicians, denominational leaders, and church 
music educators, we are committed to providing our congregations with 
biblically rich, musically excellent songs to sing in worship. We believe God 
has gifted men and women in this generation to write for the Church, and 
we desire to encourage and champion the creation of quality new 
congregational worship music.

Up to three winners will be selected. Each winning song will be introduced 
at the 2026 SBCMC Conference at First Baptist Church Jacksonville in 
Jacksonville, FL, on April 19–22, 2026. Winning entries will also be made 
publicly available through the SBCMC website at www.sbcmc.org.

Requirements, Guidelines, & Process: 

1. There is a $25 entry fee for each song submitted, payable online.

2. Each contestant may enter up to four songs.



3. Each song submitted must be a new song which is currently 
unpublished by a label. It can be a new song that is unreleased on 
streaming platforms, or it can be self-published/self-released on a CD 
or streaming platforms (Spotify, iTunes, etc.) if it was released on or 
after 2024. This way we can prioritize newer songs.

4. Each entry will be submitted through our website and should include
a. Audio Demo
b. Sheet Music with Lyrics 
(Any form of chord chart, lead sheet, four-part hymn harmonization, 
or full score of piano/vocal melody/vocal harmony will be accepted)

5. Each song will be judged by the following criterion:
a. Theology
b. Clarity of theme & message
c. Poetry & lyrical craftsmanship
d. Structure
e. Melody & harmonic craftsmanship
f. Suitability for congregational singing

Note: Songs will not be judged on the demo quality. You may submit a 
professional recording, but a simple piano/vocal or guitar/vocal demo will suffice. 

6. Entry submissions will begin on November 1, 2025.
Submissions will be closed on February 1, 2026.

7. There is no age requirement to submit a song.
We encourage young songwriters!

8. There is no denominational affiliation required to submit a song, but
we would not select songs which espouse theology contrary to the
Baptist Faith & Message 2000.

9. The 2026 winners will be notified by near the beginning of March.

10. Winners are not required to come to the conference, but they will be
given an incredible opportunity to perform their song for various well
known songwriters in the Southern Baptist Conference and gain
invaluable encouragement and feedback from these influential artists.

Email your questions to Lee Tomlin at leetomlin@gmail.com 




